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in the Louvre. It was on the ground-floor of the Colonnade huilding, under 
the stairway of the Assyrian collections, in the " Salle des D6p6ts," that M. 
Dieulafoy proceeded to make a provisionary arrangement of the frieze of 
the Immortals. The hall where they will finally be installed is on the first 
floor of the Louvre, on the fa§ade of the " Colonnade de Perrault." The 
height of the ceiling admits of an easy arrangement of the large pieces, like 
the bicephalic capital (five metres high) ; the frieze of enamelled faience 
with the lions, from the pylons of Artaxerxes Mnemon, which measures 
four metres in height ; and the frieze of the Immortals, three metres and a 
half high and twelve metres long. Twelve glass cases will contain the large 
collections of coins, statuettes, arms and engraved seals. 

In view of the magnitude of the results, it is interesting to recapitulate. 
In 1885, the works were opened March 15, and closed May 12 ; and M. Dieu- 
lafoy announces that he had spent by June 15 only 22,237 francs : the 
expenses of the next campaign brought the sum to 54,500 ; a moderate ex- 
penditure, showing that courage and tenacity are the main causes of success, 
and that money alone does not make fruitful expeditions. 

The French Government showed both justice and impartiality in ac- 
cording to Madame Dieulafoy, as one of the most active members of the 
expedition, an exceptional reward" which her courage and merit fully 
justified. 

J. D. Menant. 

Rouen, France. 

LETTER FROM TRIPOLI. 

A shallow bay, the low reefs of which, not to speak of torpedoes, affbrd 
more encumbrance than protection to navigation, as three wrecks rotting 
in the sand attest, the red Ottoman standard waving from a white citadel, a 
few minarets rising above a little walled town framed between palm groves, 
and behind all, if the day be cloudy, a sky reflecting the peculiarly vicious 
red of the desert, are the features that present themselves to the view of the 
passenger landing at Tripoli. A French steamer brought Mr. Clarke and 
myself, in twenty-eight hours, from Malta, where the resident correspondents 
of the Journal would fain have detained us. Africa must be seen in its 
own sunlight , but one soon learns to appreciate narrow streets and long shady 
archways. Before the French Consulate is one, washed with bright cobalt, 
while its shadows are of a color with the patches of sky overhead. Passing 
through it, one reaches a Roman triumphal arch, in a tolerable state of pres- 
ervation, but for the mutilation of its ornamental sculptures by over-devout 

"The Minister of Public Instruction handed to Madame Dieulafoy, on a recent 
visit to the Louvre (Oct. 20), the cross of the Legion of Honor, a distinction which 
women very rarely obtain in France. 
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Arabs. Its cross-vault must have spanned tte crossing of two important 
streets of ancient Tripolis : at present its four openings are built up, and the 
bases of the jambs buried. A small lane gives access to the rear, where the 
sculptural decoration is relatively perfect ; a couple of charioted Victories 
drive spans of salient lionesses into the spandrels; below them, subjected 
Orientals sit figured in the customary attitude of prisoners of war ; part of a 
superscription, emerging from an abutting house-wall, proclaims that some- 
body, being duumvir and fiamen perpetuus, erected this arch " in solid fash- 
ion." The white marble blocks are indeed exceedingly large and well jointed. 
There are some medallion portraits of togate personages in addition to the 
symbolical imageries, but all sadly battered. 

Tripoli boasts few other antiquities ; the possessors of engraved gems from 
Lebida (Leptis Magna) hold them at fanciful prices ; the Spanish vice-consul 
showed us a few vases from the Cyrenaica. A Maltese barber put me on 
the track of some statues unearthed about a year ago. After much hunting 
I found them in the Turkish military camp, and obtained both permission 
to photograph, and ready furtherance in taking the views, from His Excel- 
lency, General Hassan Redip Pasha, who commands the garrison of 18,000 
men. All five marbles have been mutilated, and it was not possible to dis- 
cover whether they are from the environs of Tripoli, or were brought from 
Lebida, which is more likely. We took cabinet negatives of a large headless 
figure wrapped in a Greek cloak (h. 1.50 m.) ; of a beardless satyr's head 
(h. 0.33 m.), rather absurdly placed on the same headless trunk; of a superb 
nude Aphrodite, headless, but life-size (h. from 1. knee to throat 1 metre) ; 
and of a large corselet, originally belonging to the colossal statue of a Roman 
emperor. The rilievo-decoration of this piece figures two Victories mount- 
ing a trophy. A torso of rather inferior Roman workmanship was so screened 
by bushes as not to repay the trouble of photographing. The draping of its 
toga is flat behind, showing that it originally stood with its back to a wall. 
The Aphrodite, on the other hand, is well worth minute consideration. Her 
attitude is very nearly the familiar one of the Venus de' Medici, differing 
chiefly in this, that the fingers of either hand actually touched the surface 
of the thigh and thorax, as remaining stumps plainly show. The breaks are 
all recent and intentional, a circumstance which is made more evident by the 
rare preservation of the epidermis, which has remained almost unscarred. 

We now go to Bengasi, ancient Berenike, availing ourselves of the " Mah- 
sousse" steamship, and bearing a letter of introduction to the governor of 
that vilayet from Ahmed Rassim Pasha, the present vali of Tripoli itself 
Whether the gates of the Cyrenaica will be thrown open to us by his col- 
league remains to be seen. 

Alfred Emerson. 
Tripoli, Barbary, 

February 7, 1887. 



